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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, FR 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: MOTOROLA'S BID FOR COMMUNICATIONS 
CONTRACT IN IVORY COAST 

REF: STATE CABLE DRAFTED JUNE 29, 1978 

1 . MAJOR EXPORT PROJECTS DIVISION USDOC DISCUSSED IN 
REFTEL PARA THREE THE POSSIBILITY THAT POTENTIAL MOTOROLA 
INVESTMENT IN FRANCE COULD BE USED AS LEVERAGE ON SUBJECT 
PROJECT. COMPANY HAS NOW PROVIDED ADDITIONAL INFO WHICH 
MAKES THAT CONCLUSION LESS LIKELY. MOTOROLA INFORMED MEPD 
THAT THE INVESTMENT IS PLANNED FOR 1980 AND THAT NO 
GEOGRAPHIC AREA HAS BEEN CHOSEN. THE INVESTMENT IS THE 
RESULT OF THE VISIT TO MOTOROLA IN CHICAGO OF A SENIOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DELEGATION OF THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF FRANCE 
WHICH WAS SEEKING TO ENCOURAGE INVESTMENT IN FRANCE. IT 
IS EXPECTED THAT NEW INVESTORS WILL BE EXPORTERS USING 

FRANCE AS A BASE. MOTOROLA REP TOLD MEPD THAT ABOVE 
INFORMATION IS QUOTE COMPANY CONFIDENTIAL UNQUOTE. HE DID 
NOT REALIZE THAT HIMSELF AT TIME OF TRANSMISSION OF REFTEL 
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AND MEPD INFORMED HIM THAT WE HAD NOT ASKED EMBASSY 

PARIS TO TREAT THE INFO CAREFULLY. HOWEVER, MEPD DID 
TELL MOTOROLA THAT IN FOLLOW UP REFTEL WE WOULD 
EMPHASIZE THAT FROM NOW ON MOTOROLA'S FRENCH INVESTMENT 
PLANS SHOULD BE HELD CLOSELY. VANCE 
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